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“Are Nordic Countries Getting tough on crime?“  



Expansion and contraction of penal law legislation 
in Sweden 1965 – 2016 by type of government 
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Prison population in Sweden 
per 100 000 inhab. 1950 – 2015  
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Processes associated with the criminal policy change 

 

• From experts to politicians  

• From optimism to alarmism  

• From consequential to non-consequential penal legislation 

• From alcohol to narcotics 

• From theft to violence 

• From single perpetrators to organized crime 
 

 



Number of reservations in in the Justice 
Committee in Swedish Parliament 1976 – 1993 

Source: D. Victor 1995 
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From optimism to alarmism  

 
• - A couple of hundred prison places for those who are dangerous will suffice.  

(Lennart Geijer, Minister of Justice, in adress to meeting for Swedish and Finnish social workers, 
Åbo, August 5, 1974) 
 

• - With increased demands on ourselves we shall together fight the growing 
internal insecurity 
(Göran Persson, Prime Minister 1994, tranferring ca 300 milj. euro from the military defense to 
the criminal justice and the police) 
 

• - Sweden is not any longer the safe country that is used to be. Criminality spreads 
and is becoming more heinous … and contributes to a brutalized society.  
(A working group on criminal policy for the Alliance (center right) parties 2006) 



Penal theories and punitivity in Swedish legislation, 
1965 – 1987 and 1988 – 2016  

 

   Conseq. theories  Non-conseq. theories 
 
    Genenal      Individual Just   Symbolic 
    prev.            prev.   deserts     legislation 
 
    Exp.  Con.       Exp.  Con.              Exp.  Con.   Exp.  Con. 

 

1965 - 1987   14       5       1        9                    3       3        1       -  
 

1988 - 2016                                  20       -            2        6                 14        1        5       - 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Sum:                     34       5           3       15                17        4        6        - 

 
 
 



Imprisoned 1969 and 2015, cross section, 
according to type of main crime 

     1969   2015 
       %   % 

Theft and robbery  49  18  
Violence and sex crimes 10  33 
Drug crimes       2  25 
Drunken driving   14      2 
Other crimes   25  22          
___________ 
All crimes                            100              100     

 



Imprisonment meted out in Sweden for drug 
crimes 1970-2011 



Imprisonment meted out in Sweden for 
violence and sex crimes 1970-2011 



Private members’ bills relating to crime victims  
in the Swedish Parliament  



Articles on organized crime in Swedish 
metropolitan press 1995, 2005 and 2015 
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Proportion in the Swedish population regarding 
law- and-order as a major problem, 1987 - 2014 
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Proportion in the Swedish population worried of 
crime or afraid for going out after dark,  

2006 - 2014 
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From a general to a concrete sense of justice, 
Sweden 2009 

Source: K. Jerre 2013 


